
 
REPORT: 9TH MIDTERM CONFERENCE OF RN 11 

SOCIOLOGY OF EMOTIONS 

November 23rd – 27th, online Conference supported by the University of Barcelona 

The 9th Midterm Conference of RN11 was a very successful and well-attended conference, 
primarily organized by the executive board, including Yvonne Albrecht (Coordinator), Alberto 
Martín Pérez, Nina Margies and Natàlia Cantó-Milà (Co-coordinators). 

The event was organized (for the first time) as an online conference due to the Covid-19 
restrictions imposed over most European countries. Initially thought to take place physically 
in Barcelona in late August 2020, it was first postponed, then organised online under the 
financial and administrative support of the Faculty of Economy and Business, Sociology 
Department, of the University of Barcelona. 

In total, there were over 200 registered delegates for the online conference, which consisted 
of 66 paper presentations, two invited keynote lectures, a special book presentation session 
and a social session on emotions and the visual arts. In term of paper presentations, this can 
be considered the Network’s biggest midterm to date, the online format being the reason for 
the large numbers of registrations and participation. The keynotes were provided by Dr. 
Amparo Lasén of the University Complutense of Madrid and Prof. Arlie Russel Hochschild of 
the University of California Berkeley. The conference website was hosted for free by the 
University of Barcelona through which the full details of the conference can be accessed: 
https://www.ub.edu/emotions20/. This greatly aided communication and dissemination of 
information with delegates, not only in relation to the programme (and a few late programme 
changes) and abstract book, but also regarding access to the online sessions. The sessions 
took place using the licensed platform Zoom provided by ESA. A technical support person, a 
graduate student in Sociology at the University of Barcelona, was hired for the preparation of 
the website and the organisation of Zoom conference rooms. 

For the fifth time, continuing the tradition initiated at the midterm conference in Rhodes in 
2014, a workshop for PhD students was held, this time online, on the two days (November 
23rd and 24th) before the main conference. The goal of the workshop is to allow participants 
to get detailed feedback on their projects from both the advisors and their fellow PhD 
students. Second, the workshop aims at providing an opportunity for discussing overarching 



themes and issues in PhD projects related to the Sociology of Emotions. Participants prepare 
a short paper from their submitted abstracts, and these are then circulated amongst all 
participants and serve as a basis for commentary from the workshop advisors, Natàlia Cantó-
Milà and Yvonne Albrecht, as well as from all other participants. In the end, there were 13 
PhD students presenting (from 21 applications), from a variety of countries, including the UK, 
Turkey, Spain, Chile, Canada, Germany, Slovakia, Sweden, France, Lithuania and Israel. The 
workshop was a great success.  

The conference itself took place in three days, from November 25th to 27th, and was opened 
by ESA President and member of the Sociology Department of the University of Barcelona, 
Prof. Marta Soler, followed by a brief introduction by the RN11 Co-coordinator, Alberto 
Martín Pérez on practicalities about the online conference. There were 17 panels scheduled 
over the three days, developed in groups of two parallel sessions in two separate conference 
rooms each, on a wide range of themes such as emotion theory and research methods, 
gender, family, migration, labour market, morality and globalization, as well as emotions in 
politics, law, art, social movements and the media. 

Participants came from all types of backgrounds -junior and senior researchers together with 
a large representation of PhD students- from all over Europe, and beyond, including Germany, 
Spain, the UK, Turkey, Austria, Sweden, Lithuania, Denmark, Israel, The Netherlands, Belgium, 
France, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Russia, Slovakia, Chile, Canada, Australia and India. We were 
pleased to find so many countries represented among the participants. Overall, the quality of 
presentations was very high. We enjoyed a lively, intense and constructive discussion 
atmosphere. Both keynotes were very well attended and provided for a rich discussion. On 
Thursday, Dr. Amparo Lasén gave a talk on ‘Digital mediations and inscriptions of ordinary 
affects’. On Friday, Prof. Arlie Russell Hochschild honoured us with a closing lecture on the 
‘Battle of deep stories and the American election’. Additionally, we were pleased by a special 
session on the presentation of the book “Anger. The Conflicted History of an Emotion” by 
Barbara H. Rosenwein, Prof. Emerita at Loyola University Chicago. We also enjoyed on 
Wednesday a ‘social program’ consisting of the encounter of the sociology of emotions with 
the visual arts, through the sharing of the audio-visual productions of two Barcelona local 
artists, Fito Conesa and Mireia Sallarès, together with an interesting debate with them. 

Sessions were attended by an average of between 30 and 40 participants in most regular 
sessions (which took place as parallel sessions, in two conference rooms at a time), as well as 
in Dr. Amparo Lasén and Prof. Rosenwein’s sessions and the ‘social program’. We reached an 
attendance of up to 90 participants in Arlie R. Hochschild closing plenary. 

A “Best paper award” was organised during the conference, in order to select the best paper 
presented for publication in Emotions and Society, the journal supported by RN11. There were 
11 nominations asked to prepare a full paper by April 2021. The wining paper would be 
awarded then among the final papers presented. 



Finally, a business meeting was also organised during the conference, in which most issues 
about the organisation of the conference were discussed. Overall, despite the midterm 
conference being organised online, we believe it was a great success. The board are grateful 
to all who helped to make it such a wonderful occasion, and look forward to further 
collaborations in the future.  


