
B I A N N I A L  R E P O R T  O F  R N  1 1  S O C I O L O G Y  O F  
E M O T I O N S

1. Board Information

1 1. Outgoing Board Members
Coordinator:::H Helena Flam (fam@sozio.uni-leipzig.de), 

Vice-Coordinator:::H Jochen Kleres (jkleres@posteo.de), 

External RepresentativesH Stephanie Alice Baker (stephaniealicebak-
er@live.com), Juha Klemelä (jklemela@utu.fi)

Interim  Members  of  the  Executive  Board: Jonathan  Heaney
(jonathangheaney@gmail.com), Stina Bergman Blix (Stina.Bergman-
Blix@sociology.su.se), Natàlia Cantó-Milà (ncantom@uoc.edu), Catri-
ona  Roberts  (Catriona.Roberts@eui.eu)  and  Sylvia  Terpe
(sylvia.terpe@soziologie.uni-halle.de) 

1 .. Incoming Board Members
Coordinator:::H Jochen Kleres (jkleres@posteo.de), 

Vice-Coordinators:::H  Stina Bergman Blix, (Stina.BergmanBlix@sociolo-
gy.su.se), Sylvia Terpe, (sylvia.terpe@soziologie.uni-halle.de)

External Representatives/Interface:::H Stephanie Alice Baker (stephanieal-
icebaker@live.com),  Juha Klemelä  (jklemela@utu.fi),  Cécile  Vermot
(cecilevermot@gmail.com)

.. ActivitiesH

Midterm Conference 2012

We organized a  midterm conference  that  took place  October  11-13,
2012. It was jointly organized with the Center for the History of Emo-
tions at Max Planck Institute for Human Development (MPI) in Berlin
and the Cluster of Excellence “Languages of Emotions” at Free Uni-
versity Berlin. MPI served as the conference venue. We had a total of
68 abstract submissions and, given some last-minute cancellations, 49
presentations. 
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Te overall number of participants was hard to assess. Because of
the  venue and the joint organizational nature of the conference, there
were  substantially  more  participants  than  presenters.  At  any  rate,
there were anywhere between 20 and 50 persons in the  respective,
ofen parallel sessions. Due to the cooperative nature of this midterm
conference, this time we also had a number of presentations by histo-
rians.  Presenters  were  currently  based  in  Spain,  Ireland,  Germany,
Austria, the Netherlands, Finland, Poland, Belarus, the UK, Denmark,
Sweden,  Cyprus,  Greece,  Australia,  Israel,  Belgium, and the  US  or
came originally . from France, Latvia, Russia, Lithuania, and Serbia.
We were very pleased to fnd so many countries represented among
the participants, even though some countries were still more present
than others. Some cancellations were due to presenters not receiveing
any travel grants.  RN 11 is not in a position to support participants
from less wealthy countries or PhD-students. Tis limits the network’s
ability to actively increase diversity among its members/participants. 

Overall, the conference turned out to be very successful. Tis goes
particularly in terms of the number of participants and of its interdis-
ciplinary nature. Many contacts were established that exceed the con-
fnes of our network and of sociology. Tere was also a range of new
topics that emerged, such as “Emotions and the Law,” “Post-Atrocities
Emotions,” “Specifc Emotions,” and “Emergence and Reproduction of
Groups  and  Collectivities.”  Another  innovation  was  our  ability  to
have several keynote speakers and a panel discussion with interdisci-
plinary views on emotion research. Overall the quality of presenta-
tions was very high. We enjoyed a lively,  intense and constructive
discussion atmosphere. Te interdisciplinary character of the confer-
ence, including many historians, no doubt contributed to this. 

ESA Conference 2013, Torino

At this year’s  ESA conference we had again very  many submissions
and a total of 57 presentations and 3 distributed papers. Tese were
spread over 17 sessions. Tis time, we were able to increase our coop-
eration  with  other  networks  to  include  Society  and  Sport  (RN 28),
Qalitative Methods (RN 20), Sociology of Religion (RN 34) and Social
Movements (RN 25).

Communication

Communication issues were an important topic during the network’s
business meeting. Te network has  an email  list  and a Twiter-ac-
count  (htpsH//twiter.com/ESA_Soc_Emotion).  We discussed several
ideas for increasing the information fow through these channels. It
was decided that the coordinator will send out irregular emails with
relevant  news  such  as  new  publications,  announcements,  new
projects, etc. By increasing  information fows informally, we hope to
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establish a more regular news trafc as a way towards launching a
formal newsleter. Te present informal news-emails are not included
on the ESA website. 

Publications

We have continued to succeed in increasing our publication output.
Recently, two edited volumes of the network’s publication series and
a special issue of a journal have come outH 
Demertzis,  Nicolas,  ed.  2013.  Emotions in Politics:  Te Afect  Dimension in Political

Tension. Basingstoke, New YorkH Palgrave Macmillan.

Benski, Tova, and Eran Fisher, eds. 2013. Internet and Emotions. New YorkH Routledge.

Heaney, Jonathan G. and Helena Flam, eds. 2013. Special Issue on Power and Emotion,
Journal of Political Power 6(3).

Tere are presently several other volumes being edited. All these pub-
lications are  direct  outcomes of  RN sessions at  ESA conferences  or
midterm meetings, where most authors were recruited.

Ph.D. Students

Depending on the accessibility of funding, we have concrete plans to
include a Ph.D. workshop at our next midterm conference. Unfortu-
nately,  ESA funding does  not permit  directly subsidizing Ph.D.  stu-
dents’ participation in the midterm conference. 

Membership Development

We are constantly trying to reach beyond the confnes of our network
and have at present contacts with similar networks in Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Australia, and Latin America. Tese eforts have contributed
to  mutual  dual  memberships.  Trough  the  national  set-up  of  our
present board, we hope to reach more into countries that are under-
represented among our members. RN 11 has always had members from
outside of Europe, e.g. the US, Israel, Australia, Turkey, etc. 

Collaborations Among RNs

See aboveH we have had very good experiences organizing joint ses-
sions with several other RNs and plan to continue that in the future.

Publication Outlets

We will continue our series of edited books and are currently looking
into  possibilities  for  other  forms  of  publication  outlets.  As  stated
above, the series of edited books and special issues has been a main
venue for transforming excellent conference presentations into publi-
cations. 
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Other, Future

We are currently preparing our next midterm conference. It will take
place 25-27 September 2013 and will be hosted by Aegean University,
Rhodes, Greece. Nicolas Demertzis will organize it on behalf of the
RN11 with his colleagues from the Aegean University.
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